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Digital Camera
DMC-FX8

Stylish and Compact 5-megapixel 3x Zoom

DMC-FX8 with MEGA O.I.S.

Affording More Than Double-Extended* Battery Life
*Panasonic in-house comparison with DMC-FX7

Panasonic is introducing the incoming LUMIX model DMC-FX8, a true heir to the world-renowned 5.0-megapixel 3x optical zoom DMC-FX7 with MEGA O.I.S. (Optical Image Stabilizer), with substantially enhanced battery life.  The DMC-FX8 boasts high picture quality, large LCD, compactness and stylish design, all those desired for a compact camera. Not only that, FX8 also incorporates the highly commended MEGA O.I.S. while extending the battery life over two times as long as that of the previous FX7, by increasing the included lithium-ion battery capacity by 162% and adopting the power-saving Venus Engine PLUS.  In addition, bright and clear VGA moving picture is recordable at 30 fps thanks to the 9-pixel mixed readout method of new CCD and you can enjoy playing back it with audio on the large LCD.  Also, quickened AF speed and the addition of scene mode help screen and three new modes help upgrade the model allowing every user to enjoy taking high quality picture more easily and more comfortably.  Like FX7, FX8 also has its color variation in silver, black, blue and pink, each with a specially coated texture pleasing to touch. DMC-FX8 is the alluring stylish and compact model that carries all the favored advantages while overcoming the weakness of FX7 to meet customers’ demands. 

1.
Compact and stylish model with 3x Leica DC lens and 2.5” large LCD
The 5-megapixel LUMIX DMC-FX8 is the slim and stylish model that incorporates 3x optical zoom (equivalent to 35mm to 105mm on a 35mm film camera) LEICA DC VARIO-ELMARIT lens and bright 2.5” LCD monitor. The combination of three aspherical lenses generates high optical performance while preserving the compactness of the unit.  Power LCD mode offers 140% brighter backlighting to assure clear view even when sunny outdoors.  


2.
MEGA O.I.S. offers clear, sharp images in difficult situations

MEGA O.I.S.(Optical Image Stabilizer) that Panasonic thinks it indispensable for all digital cameras, especially for compact models that lack stability, is incorporated in the entire LUMIX line-up*. Every slight hand-shake movement is detected accurately with the sampling frequency at 4,000 times per second and will be compensated to render clear, sharp images.
MEGA O.I.S. is equipped with 2 selectable modes. In “Mode 1”, the O.I.S. lens continuously compensates for vibration and in “Mode 2”, the O.I.S. lens suppresses hand-shake only at the moment the shutter button is pressed.  In this mode, the lens can move in all directions at the moment to maximize its effect, and higher-resolution images can be taken by capturing the image as being close as to the center of the lens.  Consequently, since MEGA O.I.S. enables a beautiful picture shot without blurring at slower shutter speeds of more than three steps compared to the conventional models without O.I.S., you can enjoy shooting clear and beautiful pictures easily even in situations using slow shutter speeds, like indoor shots for portraits and nighttime scenery for illuminated objects, as well as in shootings using macro mode.
*Except for LC1.

3. More than double-extended battery life

By adopting the newly developed lithium-ion battery that increased its capacity by 162% and the Venus Engine PLUS that consumes only 70% of the power Venus Engine II does, FX8 realizes more than two times longer, compared with the previous FX7, battery life to take approx.300 pictures*.

*Based on the CIPA standard.

4. Higher quality moving images
Newly developed CCD that adopts 9-pixel mixed readout method makes it possible to record beautiful full-size movie in VGA size at 30 fps while FX7 recorded in the size of QVGA.  The new CCD enhances the picture quality not only in the resolution but also in the brightness level of the image as it gains much  luminous signals.  On the sound front, new built-in speaker lets you enjoy playing back movies with audio on the 2.5” large LCD anytime, anywhere.

5.
Faster AF and enhanced options
An AF method can be selected according to the shooting situation: 5-point, 3-point high-speed, 1 point high-speed, 1-point normal-speed and Spot.  In the newly incorporated 1 point high-speed AF, the AF time has been dramatically reduced to approx. half the level* of the previous DMC-FX7.
Although screen-freeze in high-speed AF is now minimized, if you take the picture of subject with fast movement, you can select 1-point normal-speed AF which does not have any screen-freeze while focusing.
In addition, AF assist lamp is equipped for expanding the AF ability even at night or under the low-light conditions.
* Panasonic in-house comparison with DMC-FX7 at the wide-end
6.  Easy-to-use scene modes for wider-ranging situations
     LUMIX FX series has a mode dial that shortcuts the selection of the scene mode that best matches the situation quickly and easily. DMC-FX8 contains three new modes added over the FX7. “Soft Skin” detects only skin tones and softens detail to produce smoother and more beautiful skin. “Food” catches the natural color of food regardless of the light condition in macro closeup. “Baby” allows easy growth record in which the baby’s time of age according to preset birthday would be automatically recorded onto the image, as well as maximizing the baby’s purity by giving a shade of soft focus on the subject.  This information can be displayed when you playback the images taken in this mode on the camera LCD, and when reviewed or printed via the included LUMIX Simple Viewer.  Now FX8 offers a total of twelve* scene modes, still it is easy to select the one out of them thanks to the newly installed Scene Mode Help Screen, that shows the description and the knack for shooting of each scene. This functions shows the description of each mode on the LCD monitor, helps you to select the mode that best fits the shooting condition.
On the other hand, it also offers easy shooting even to the entry-level users by providing the Simple Mode, in which most settings are made automatically. You just aim at the subject, zoom in or out, and press the shutter button. Light is automatically compensated with a single press of the Exposure Compensation button when the subject is backlit.
*Not including Macro Mode directly selectable with the Mode Dial.

7.  High consecutive shooting performance and responsiveness 

Last but not least, the DMC-FX8 boasts high consecutive shooting performance as well as the previous FX7 did, realizing the shooting at 3 frames per second at full resolution.  You can start it the moment you want thanks to the independent button**, allowing you to record consecutive images and select the best one afterward. And the Unlimited Consecutive Shooting function* allows limit-free consecutive shooting up to the capacity of the SD memory card. The industry-leading release time lag of approx. 0.008 sec minimum does not let you miss the shooting chance and help you to capture the spur-of-the-moment.

*The speed of the unlimited consecutive shooting varies depending on the SD memory card.
**The button also works for “delete” in playback mode.
8.  Other Features 

In addition to the ArcSoft PhotoImpression/PanoramaMaker/PhotoBase, another application software LUMIX Simple Viewer for Windows® is included. This software is good especially for the beginners to store, playback, print or attach to E-mail the images via PC readily. Images will be automatically transferred just by inserting the SD Memory Card or by connecting the camera to PC, and they will also be sorted by the date of shooting to streamline bothersome process as simple as possible.
Auto angle detection records whether an image was taken horizontally or vertically. This ensures that when playing back on the LCD monitor and displaying images on your TV by connecting your LUMIX with an AV cable, vertical images are automatically displayed vertically and horizontal images are automatically displayed horizontally.
The large LCD monitor will be turned off automatically while the camera is not in use to save the battery and extend the operation time. This is called Economy Mode and adjustable to two level according to your convenience.
DMC-FX8 Specifications

	Dimensions ( W x H x D)
	94.1 x 50.5 x 24.2 mm ( 3.70 x 1.99 x 0.95 inch ) 

	Weight
	Approx. 155 g ( 0.34 lb)  with  Battery and SD Memory Card

Approx. 127 g ( 0.28 lb) without Battery and SD Memory Card

	Camera Effective Pixels
	5.0 Megapixels

	Image Sensor
	1/2.5”, 5.36 Mega Total Pixels CCD

Primary Color Filter

	Optical Zoom
	3x

	Digital Zoom
	4x 

(Max. 12x Combined with Optical Zoom)

	Focal Length
	f=5.8-17.4mm (35mm Equiv.:35-105mm)

	Lens
	LEICA DC VARIO-ELMARIT

7 elements in 6 groups

(3 Aspherical Lenses / 3 Aspherical Surfaces)

	Aperture
	Wide: F2.8 / F5.6 (2 steps)  Tele: F5.0 / F10.0 (2 steps)

	Optical Image Stabilizer
	MEGA O.I.S. ( Mode1 / Mode2 )

	Focusing Area
	Normal: 50cm – Infinity

Macro / Simple : Wide 5cm / Tele 30cm – Infinity

	AF Metering
	5 points / 3 points high speed / 1 point / 1 point high speed / Spot

	Focus
	Auto Focus System, Normal/Macro(Dial)

	AF Assist Lamp
	Yes

	ISO Sensitivity
	Auto / 80 / 100 / 200 / 400

	White Balance
	Auto / Daylight / Cloudy / Halogen / White Set

White Balance Adjustment ( 150K step, -1500K - +1500K) (Except for Auto Set)

	Exposure
	Program AE

	Exposure Compensation
	1/3 EV step, -2 - +2 EV

	Backlight Compensation
	Yes (at Simple mode)

	Auto (AE) Bracketing
	+/- 1/3 EV – 1EV step, 3 frames

	Light Metering
	Intelligent Multiple

	Scene Mode
	Dial: Normal Picture, Simple, Macro

SCN Mode (Portrait, Sports, Food, Scenery, Night Scenery, Night Portrait, Baby, Fireworks, Party, Snow, Self-portrait, Soft Skin), Moving Image, Playback

	Scene Mode Help Screen
	Yes

	Shutter Speed
	8-1 / 2000 sec

	Self Timer
	10 sec / 2 sec

	Auto Review
	1 sec / 3 sec / Zoom

	Review
	1x / 4x / 8x

	Picture Adjustment
	Natural, Standard, Vivid

	Color Effective Mode
	Cool, Warm, Black & White, Sepia

	Recording Format
	Still Image: JPEG ( Design rule for camera file system, based on exif 2.2 standard ),

DPOF corresponding

Picture with Audio: JPEG ( Design rule for camera file system, based on exif 2.2 standard )+ QuickTime

Motion Image: QuickTime Motion JPEG  

	Recording Image Size
	(4:3) 2560 x 1920 pixels, 2048 x 1536 pixels, 1600 x 1200 pixels, 1280 x 960 pixels, 640 x 480 pixels,
(16:9)2560 x 1440 pixels, 1920 x 1080 pixels

Motion Image: 640 x 480 pixels, 320 x 240 pixels

	Image Quality
	Fine / Standard

	Motion Image
	640 x 480 pixels, 320 x 240 pixels  30fps, 10 fps

Max. recording time depends on memory card capacity.

	Burst Shooting Mode
	Full-Resolution Image, 3 fps or 2 fps
Full Resolution: Max. 5 images (Standard Mode) / Max. 3 images (Fine Mode)

	Unlimited Consecutive Shooting
	Yes

	Still Image Rec. with Audio
	5 sec

	Audio Dubbing
	Max.10 sec

	Real-time Histogram
	Yes

	Composition Guide Lines
	Yes

	Economy Mode
	Yes

	Built-in Flash
	Auto, Auto/Red-eye Reduction, Slow Sync./Red-eye Reduction, Forced On/Off

0.3–4.0m (Wide/ISO Auto), 0.3-2.2m(Tele/ISO Auto)

	LCD Monitor
	2.5” Polycrystalline TFT LCD Display (114k pixels)  Field of View: Approx. 100%
Power LCD Mode

	Auto Angle Detection
	Yes

	Playback Mode
	9-thumbnail Display, Zoomed Playback (16x max.), Image Rotation, Slide Show (Duration is adjustable.), Resizing (selectable number of pixels), Trimming, Protection, DPOF Print Setting

	OSD Language
	English, German, French, Italian, Spanish, or Japanese

	Recording Media
	SD Memory Card, MultiMedia Card* (For still image only)

	Microphone
	Yes

	Speaker
	Yes

	Interface
	DC Input, AV Output (NTSC/PAL), USB

	Direct Print
	PictBridge

	Power
	Li-ion Battery Pack (3.7V, 1150mAh) (Included)

Battery Charger/AC Adaptor (Input: 110-240V AC) (Optional)

	Battery Life (Approx.)
	300 pictures* (CIPA)

	Included Software
	LUMIX Simple Viewer, ArcSoft PhotoBase, ArcSoft PhotoImpression, ArcSoft Panorama Maker, USB Driver 

	Standard Accessories
	Battery Pack, Battery Charger, Battery Carrying Case, SD Memory Card (16MB), AC Cable, AV Cable*, USB Connection Cable, Strap, CD-ROM


*The battery life differs depending on the condition stored or used or environment.
*The number of recordable pictures varies depending on the recording interval time. If the recording interval time becomes longer, the number of recordable pictures decreases.
*Some accessories are not available in some countries. 

*The use of recorded or printed materials that are protected by copyright for any purpose other than personal enjoyment is prohibited, as it would infringe upon the rights of the copyright holder.

*Leica is a registered trademark of Leica Microsystems IR GmbH.

*The LEICA DC VARIO-ELMARIT lenses are manufactured using measurement instruments and quality assurance systems that have been certified by Leica Camera AG based on the company’s quality standards.

*All other company and product names are trademarks of their respective corporations.

*QuickTime and the QuickTime logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc., used under license.
*Microsoft® and Windows® are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.
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